The Children’s Court of King Henry VIII

By Henry Tudor

The Henry Tudor Drama Company

The fact that most Primary schools in the UK all work to their own regime in the way of timetables and room allocation, the following planner can be adjusted to suit all conditions.

Please note that King Henry VIII is always in first person character whenever in contact with their Court or the General public.

The setting up of the court.

Set up
The equipment and scenery for the court will be set up by the actor(s) from about 07.30am in order to make sure everything is safe and all materials are available. The Henry Tudor drama Company supplies all materials, scenery, properties and lighting effects. All electrical equipment is 240 volt transformed to 12 volt for safety purposes. It takes approximately one hour to set up the court depending upon room style and distance from the company transportation. Lights are dimmed and silk “fires” are lit to give the effect of real fires in a Tudor hall.
A digital video camera is loaned to the teacher to record the day. The school can provide as many camera’s as they wish.
The Children’s Court of King Henry VIII

Session 1. Approximately 10 minutes.
Meeting the King
With the Court assembled in the Hall or classroom, the court will rise when the monarch appears, they will bow or curtsey as the monarch passes them towards the front of the court. The Monarch will address the court and ask for them to be seated.
The monarch will inform the court about the plan for the day in the court and how it is related to the real court.

Session 2. Approximately 40 minutes.

Breaking the Ice
One must admit that the sight of our Monarchy in real life is so accurate that many children are silenced by the spectacle, this needs to be addressed as we try to involve all the court in the day’s activities and the interaction is important to the success of the workshop.

Activity 1. The Eagles Wing

The King will give out personal gifts to each child, it comprises of a photograph of the King hawking with an Eagle Owl, the wings of the actual Owl are stretch out so the child can understand the mechanics of the activity.

Plastic storage envelopes are given out and A4 paper to make the wing, the King will demonstrate how the wing is made and then he will make another together with the court.

Materials: A4 plastic envelopes, A4 paper

Equipment: Plastic safety scissors.

Room requirements: space to work and fly the wings.

Capacity: Up to 60 children per session.
Activity 2: Testing the wing

Learning how to manipulate the wing and how to launch it successfully requires some skill, the King will teach the court how to steer, correct faults and launch the wing.

This is a highly successful activity with great response from the children.

Break 10 minutes
The King needs a break, to cool down and change his costume to comply with the actual Hampton Court day.

Session 3: Art and Writing a total of 60 minutes.
For court of up to 30 the two activities are undertaken one after the other. Larger groups up to 60 are run in parallel.

Activity 3/4

3-D brass rubbing. 30 minutes
The King will demonstrate to all groups together, the art of applying wax crayons upon steel grids to produce a 3-D picture. The Court will then be free to partake in their own versions, time will be the only barrier to how much the Court produce.

Materials: A3 paper, three large boxes of wax crayons.

Equipment: Steel grids, plastic stencils, wooden picture frames.

Room requirements: space to work in two’s with an A2 sized steel grid.
Capacity: Up to 30 children per session.

Quill making and writing on hammered parchment. 30 minutes.
Each child will be given a coloured Duck feather; it will be trimmed by the King himself, warmed up by the child ready for use. Ink will be the responsibility of the client, black poster paint mixed 80:20 with water contained in pots for working groups of up to 5 persons. The transportation of ink and paint has been deleted from our supply because of staining of the rest of the props during haulage and packing.
Hammered parchment will be given out and the court is to explore the skills needed to write with a real quill.
Both these activities can be undertaken in the initial hall or transferred to a classroom for convenience, though this needs to be decided at the setting up stage.

Materials: A4 Hammered paper, processed Duck feathers.

Equipment: Plastic safety scissors. 

Room requirements: space to work and write.

Capacity: Up to 30 children per session.

Lunch  45 minutes
The King departs to rest and eat lunch in his own vehicle, he will change his costume.

Session 4: The Tudor Ball.

Each evening the King enjoys the combination of dance and poetry. He will instruct the court in correct way to bow and curtsey plus one dance from Tudor England, from the provinces “The Hive”. For this activity the King will require an adult Lady partner, of which there are usually many applicants.

Activity 5. Dancing. Duration approximately 30 minutes.

Equipment: CD player and discs.

Room requirements: Space to dance
Capacity: 60

Activity 6. Walking the stick.
The King will demonstrate how to walk like a Royal person. The children will be supplied with shortened sticks to emulate the King.

Capacity: 60 with the 6 sticks.

The King will leave the court.

The King will escort the children to their waiting parents, who with prior warning can bring camera’s and take pictures of their children with Henry.

Approximately 30 minutes after the end of the workshop, the actor will either make ready the set for the next day’s performance or dismantle and load up the company vehicle for departure. The dismantling of the set takes approximately 30 minutes.

Upon booking the Tudor Workshop day, we will send you a letter detailing the day as agreed with both parties, a personal identification sheet will be included with Passport, Equity card and Insurance evidence for use by the school for List 99 checks.

……………….

Henry Tudor
