Excuse me your Majesty

By Ray Irving

The whole hall rose to its feet as King Henry VIII entered, he could tell they were scared and had practiced their bowing and curtsies to perfection. He stood there for a second and looked at the people, some of them daring to peek a look at the King of England in their presence. Henry made his way to the red carpet; the onlookers bowed and curtseyed as he passed them, a Tudor Mexican wave no less as spectacular. The King slowly moved down to his throne, turned and slowly sat making sure his gold dagger went between the arm supports. The Children’s court was now in session. Asking the court to sit, Henry thanked them for such a noble entrance and for inviting him to their hall. The Children were still scared of the King, he looks so formidable, and his eyes are piercing his face so searching. Henry asks for two volunteers, a boy and a girl, strangely a lot put up their hands, until Henry demands that they have certain qualifications. They must be brave, have a question ready and be prepared to act in front of their friends and school mates. This thins down the volunteers. Henry informs the court, that at any time in his presence they must never look him straight into his eyes nor turn their backs on the Royal personage. More hands go down. Now Henry chooses the two volunteers. Asked to make their way to the furthest end of the red carpet  the two children find it difficult to walk backwards looking at the floor, thankfully the carpet guides them to their starting position.
Always the man first in Tudor Courts, the boy puts his right arm out at an angle to show the King that he has no weapon, he bows his head and walks to the cast steel grid at the centre of the red carpet’s length. He goes down  on one knee and waits for Henry’s attention. Being asked to arise as a young Knight of the court, the boy slowly stands and with head bowed asks his question of the King. After receiving his royal answer he is shooed away, the young Knight backs down the red carpet to the awaiting Lady. The young court lady is now ushered to the King’s presence, she curtseys and walks with her face towards the floor but her eyes to the King, and this is the modesty look so important in the life of a young lady of the court. At the grid she curtseys right down to the floor awaiting the King’s attention. Upon receiving this she rises and asks the King a question. Again after the King replies he asks her to leave the court, she walks slowly backwards looking this time at the carpet. This is the Royal procedure to address his majesty. This now is open for all the court and the Teacher’s present do the choosing.

Becoming bored is the prerogative of this King, his imaginative brain need stimulus at all times. Stopping the Court session by way of inviting the court to go hawking with him is cheered by the crowd. Henry is an expert hawk handler and he gives out paper to all the court by way of his servants, the teachers. Henry demonstrate how a real hawk flies and swoops on its prey, he then makes a paper Eagle wing and demonstrates how to make it swoop just like the real Eagle. Now with Henry the court make their own wings. Henry’s wing has flown a great length and he challenges the court to beat his effort. Launching their own wings would be a disadvantage as Henry is a lot taller than the average courtier, so Henry does it for them. The winning Boy and girl get a royal gift.
Now it is the school’s break time and Henry needs to change his clothing, he always wears three sets of clothing per day and burns them every three days.

After the break, King Henry emerges back into the Hall, the same routine of bowing and curtseying is done by the court. Henry has brought with him a series of real Tudor brass rubbings, steel Tudor grids, stone and concrete as well as Tudor wooden carvings. He asks for two volunteers and they follow his verbal instructions to produce a 3-D brass rubbing with the use of wax crayons. Now Henry invites all the court to brass rub until they are satisfied with their efforts. This is a Royal court so no notice is kept of the amount of materials each courtier uses. Let it be known this King is most generous.

The School now finishes for lunch. King Henry VIII walks though the dining room to talk to the other children and ask them about their school. He then retires to his Mobile Palace, The Hampton Sport GTi and has lunch.

Having changed again, King Henry emerges dressed in his finest dancing clothes. The hall has been cleared and the music player readied with Tudor cd’s. King Henry will demonstrate two dances to the court. The first being for a small hall where dancers need not move too far and cause congestion, it is called the Hive and is a Tudor rendition of a Bees Hive. The Court now dances the Hive. Next King Henry will demonstrate the Washer Woman’s brawl. Brawl should not be mistaken for a fight; it is old French and means to move sideways. This dance is a column arrangement and so suitable for large Halls. The court now dances the brawl.
Moving to a classroom, the court needs tables and chairs. King Henry the ever generous Monarch has brought a coloured feather for each courtier to make a real Quill pen. Also he has had made Hammered Vellum to use as textured paper. Ink has been made with black poster paint and water mixed 50:50 and decanted into paint pots. The Court is now shown how to use a quill and write with Tudor panache. They are invited to write a short story about King Henry, some of the more adventurous courtiers even draw Henry with their quills.

Now the day is done, the court are tired but still excited, a class picture is taken and King Henry VIII himself takes all the court out to their waiting parents which causes much of a stir in the locality.

This is a day with The Children’s Court Of King Henry VIII

If you would like to endure such a day please contact the King on

HenryTudor@blueyonder.co.uk
Thank you for your attention

HenryR 
